
Use this checklist in combination with our video to help you
understand your options when choosing a business name.

 
Be sure to thoroughly check all of these resources:

N A M E  S E A R C H
CHECKLIST

Research the name of your business and taglines on the
USPTO. If there is a live trademark in your industry, it’s
time to start thinking about new names. Remember to
research similar spellings and each word, individually.

USPTO.GOV

Trusty Google should give you some good feedback as
well. You don’t need tips on how to Google something
but remember it’s not the end of the world if you see the
name. It could be in a different industry. Be sure to check
hashtags as well. 

This is important both for determining whether your
name is in use but also for the practical marketing impact
of not being able to use your desired domain. 

GOOGLE
&

SOCIAL
MEDIA

Research your state’s secretary of state website to search
for entity registrations. This one is not a deal breaker
because entity registrations do not equal intellectual
property rights but it is an indication that someone may
be using your desired name.

SECRETARY
OF STATE

DOMAINS



Well, if you haven’t found a business with the same
or similar name in your industry, you’re probably in a

good spot. Of course, you may not have the resources
to perform a full search like a trademark law firm. It

gets harder when there are close calls too.
 

When in doubt, hire an attorney to perform the search.
But, regardless of whether you involved a trademark

attorney, I do recommend that you properly vet
your name before building your brand. The name is

usually not as important as we think to begin with but
changing your name could be a deal breaker.

 
These tips are for those that are DIYing their startup

legal. Of course, I recommend contacting a trademark
attorney if you can fit this in your budget.

W H A T  T O  D O  W I T H  A L L  O F  T H I S  I N F O R M A T I O N ?


